








Angela Murdaugh, FSM, received the
Sage Femme Award

at the annual con-

ference of the Mid-

wives Alliance of

North America on

October 19, 2008.

The award honors

a ‘“wise woman”

of midwifery, one who “exemplifies
the compassion and perseverance of
midwives and who can serve as a men-
tor for younger midwives as well as an
admirable example for more seasoned
midwives.” Sr. Angela was particularly
honored for her care of mothers and
babies among the immigrant and undoc-
umented women of the southwestern
United States. %

Mary Teresa Noth, FSM, who served
as dean of the Saint
Louis University
School of Nursing
from 1966 to 1982,
was honored at the
nursing  school’s
80th anniversary
celebration. Teri
Murray, Ph.D., current dean of the nurs-
ing school, praised Sr. Mary Teresa for
her “transformative leadership in nurs-

ing education,” noting that under her
leadership the nursing school pioneered
the first accelerated baccalaureate nursing
program in the nation. #

Jane Rombach, FSM, was featured in
the December 2008

issue of Glennon

Magazine and in the

January 9, 2009, is-

sue of the St. Louis

Review. The article

honors her many

years of faithful ser-

vice at Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hos-
pital, most recently with the hospital’s
hemophilia patients. Sr. Jane celebrated
her diamond jubilee in October 2008 (60
years as a Franciscan Sister of Mary). %

Mary Jean Ryan, FSM, who has led SSM
Health Care for more
than twenty years,
was named one of
the “most influen-
tial St. Louisans” by
the St. Louis Business

Journal in the Feb-

ruary 20-26, 2009
issue. %
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Transitions

Sr. Cecilia Rose Boucher
August 29, 1928 — March 11,2009

Cecilia Rose Boucher was born in Alton, Illinois,
on August 29, 1928, the fourth of ten children (six
girls, four boys) born to Joseph and Josepha (War-
dein) Boucher. The family moved seven times be-
fore she was 17, mostly in the country, and Cecilia
Rose and her brothers and sisters all helped with
the farm chores.

Cecilia Rose entered the congregation on August 3,
1949. She received the name Sr. Mary Clarence, and
she professed her final vows on February 11, 1955.
She assumed her baptismal name, Cecilia Rose, fol-
lowing Vatican II.

Sr. Cecilia Rose cared for the sisters’ laundry and
linens, both at St. Mary of the Angels Convent in
St. Louis and at St. Mary’s Hospital in Madison,
Wisconsin. She also served as sacristan until her
health began to fail.

She helped out in the Activities Department. She
made and repaired rosaries and worked latch-hook
rugs. During her years in Baraboo, Wisconsin, she
visited patients at Jefferson Meadows Care Center,
providing a caring presence and a compassionate
ear.

For the past thirty years her physical difficulties—
pulmonary disease that restricted her breathing,
arthritis, and loss of vision—limited her range of
motion but not her spiritual growth. As her physical
constraints grew more severe, she turned to prayer,
helping many through her powerful ministry of
intercession.

On March 11, 2009, Sr.
Cecilia Rose drew in her
first sweet breath of eter-
nal life in the arms of her
beloved Spouse. With her
Lord she will celebrate
her diamond jubilee,
her almost sixty years
of faithful service in his
name.

“IT am the way, the
truth, and the life”
(John 14:6).

Sister Mary Eloise Haberstock
February I, 1912 — March 12,2009

On February 1, 1912, Laurinda Maria Haberstock was born
to Louis and Elizabeth (Thee) Haberstock of Hermann, Mis-
souri, one of seven children. The family moved to St. Louis,
where Laurinda attended St. Alphonsus (Rock) High School
and later worked for Brown Shoe Company.

She joined the Sisters of St. Mary (who in 1987 reunited with
the Franciscan Sisters of Maryville, Missouri, to become the
Franciscan Sisters of Mary) on December 1, 1931. She was
given the name Sr. Mary Eloise, and she professed final vows
on June 29, 1937.

Sr. Mary Eloise earned her B.S. (1948) and M.S. (1952) de-
grees in Medical Technology from Saint Louis University
and served as medical technology supervisor at hospitals in
Jefferson City, Blue Island (Illinois), St. Louis, Kansas City,
and Madison (Wisconsin). While in St. Louis, she taught se-
rology and blood banking techniques.

In Madison, she helped set up a clinic in Endeavor, Wiscon-
sin, to serve migrant workers. She recruited physicians to
supervise and teach medical students from the University
of Wisconsin, who then worked on a team with registered
nurses, students and nutritionists. Back in St. Louis, she
staffed a mobile unit providing prenatal care. She then left
to serve at Su Clinica Familiar in Texas, providing care for
migrant Mexican-Americans. She always cherished a special
love for her work on the mobile unit and with migrant workers.

After retiring, she volunteered in the surgical hospitality
suite at St. Mary’s in St. Louis, offering presence, hospitality,
and compassion to those anxiously awaiting news of loved
ones. She also volunteered at election polling places.

For more than twenty years she painted in oils, offering her
creations in the AnitaJo Gallery
at St. Mary of the Angels Con-
vent—“A prayer goes with each
painting,” she would say. She also
worked in ceramics and created
greeting cards.

On Thursday, March 12, 2009, at
the age of 97, Sr. Mary Eloise felt
her beloved Lord’s encircling arms
welcome her to the joys of heaven.

“I have run the race . . . a
merited crown awaits me”

- (2 Timothy 4:7-8).



Sr. Mary Melania Myers
December 3, 1914 — March 20, 2009

Carolina Marie Myers (Charlene to her family) was
born on December 3, 1914, on a farm just south of
Maryville, Missouri, the fifth of eleven children (five
girls, six boys) born to Edward and Anna (Heng-
geler) Myers. As a child she enjoyed the outdoors,
working on the farm, tending the garden, milking
the cows, playing in the woods, fishing (although she
said she would have enjoyed that more if she could
catch a fish!).

The story of the Little Flower, St. Thérese of Lisieux,
inspired her decision to become a sister; she entered
the Sisters of St. Francis of Maryville, Missouri, on
February 24, 1932, at 17. She was given the name Sr.
Mary Melania, and she professed her final vows on
October 4, 1937.

Her ministry took her to St. Francis Hospital and
Mount Alverno Convent in Maryville, Missouri; St.
Joseph of the Pines in Southern Pines, North Caro-
lina; St. Mary’s Hospital in Nebraska City, Nebraska;
and St. Mary’s Ringling Convent in Baraboo, Wis-
consin. She served as housekeeper and sacristan, and
she worked with the laundry and sewing. She found
her work as sacristan—caring for the chapel—espe-
cially fulfilling, as it allowed her to serve her Lord as
both Martha and Mary.

The lovely quilt blocks she stitched and assembled,
her crocheting, knitting, and sewing all made life
more beautiful for those around her. At St. Mary
of the Angels Convent, she delighted in the homely
simple tasks—baking cookies, shucking corn, peel-
ing apples. She loved the fall and springtime colors.
In the true image of The Little Flower of Jesus, she
strove to “do the ordinary with extraordinary love.”
Her lovely smile and her peaceful spirit reflected her
joy in serving God and others as a Franciscan Sister
of Mary.

At 94, having faith-
fully served her Lord
as a sister for seventy-
seven years, Sr. Mary
Melania was called home
to heaven on March 20,
2009.

“How can I repay the
Lord for all God’s good-
ness to me?” (Psalm
116:12).
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Sr. Mary Rosaleen Dorlac
September 25, 1911 —April 17,2009

Mary Elizabeth Leona Dorlac—Leona to her
family—was born in St. Louis on September 25,
1911, one of four children born to William and
Wilhelmina (Stute) Dorlac. The family moved first
to Festus, then to De Soto, where Leona attended
St. Rose of Lima School and De Soto High School.
She then worked as administrative secretary for
International Shoe Company.

While visiting her sister Marie at St. Mary’s Hospital in
St. Louis, Leona met Sr. Mary Joan Lueckenhoff. Leona
joined the Sisters of St. Mary on May 25, 1930; she was
given the name Sr. Mary Rosaleen. She professed final
vows on February 15, 1936, and graduated from nurs-
ing school in 1937. She earned both her B.S. (1946) and
her M.S. (1956) in nursing education from Saint Louis
University.

Sr. Mary Rosaleen served as obstetrics supervi-
sor at St. Joseph’s Hospital in St. Charles; St. Eu-
gene’s Hospital in Dillon, South Carolina; Desloge
Hospital in St. Louis; and St. Mary’s Hospital in
Madison, Wisconsin, where she was also assistant
administrator and then administrator. She worked at
St. Mary’s Hospital in St. Louis, and for more than fif-
teen years she served as finance secretary for the con-
gregation’s leadership team. She retired in 1986, living
at St. Mary’s Ringling Convent in Baraboo, Wisconsin,
until she returned to St. Mary of the Angels Convent
in 1998.

Those she served, both in her nursing ministry and her
other ministries, benefited deeply from her close atten-
tion to even the smallest detail. She helped integrate
African-Americans into the hospitals, nursing schools,
and the congregation. During World War II and the Ko-
rean and Vietnam Wars she served on the home front,
helping new mothers through labor and delivery despite
short staffing, space, and supplies—she felt they all de-
served purple hearts as well.
She loved nature and delight-
ed in identifying the birds on
the convent grounds.

A woman of great trust, she
surrendered herself into the
welcoming arms of her lov-
ing God in the early morning
of Friday, April 17, 2009.

“All that is in me, bless
God’s holy Name!” (Psalm
103:1).



With Gratitude to Our Donors

Gifts Received july I,2008-December 31,2008

Thank you to all our generous donors!
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In memory of Lorene Sperandio Alhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Waechter

In memory of Dexter Anderson,
Husband of Debbie Anderson

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Hanley

In memory of Alphonse and Teresa Bax
Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Reinkemeyer

In memory of Francis Marie Bettels, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Tilling

In memory of Marietta Bida, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Moultrie

In memory of Mr. Ludger Bierhaus
Mr. Walter H. Giepen

In memory of Lucille Bintz,
Sister of Teresa Marie Schmitz, FSM

Franciscan Sisters of Mary

In memory of my sister, Aloysius Marie Borst, FSM
Ms. Mary Lou Borst

In memory of Regina Esther Warnick Cain
Col. and Mrs. Lloyd R. Cain

In memory of Margaret Mary Coens, FSM
Ms. Dolores Weekly

In memory of Eva June Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Nicholson

In memory of my father, Abraham Dixon, Sr.
Mrs. Merlene R. Drake

In memory of my brothers, Abraham, Calvin, and
Thomas Dixon

Mrs. Merlene R. Drake
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In memory of Eve Dowling
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Dowling

In memory of Eve Dowling,
Sister-in-law of Rose Mary Dowling, FSM

Franciscan Sisters of Mary

In memory of my hushand, Dr. Carl J. Dreyer
Mrs. Rosemary Dreyer

In memory of Richard J. Durban
Mrs. Mildred F. Durban

In memory of Richard O. Durban
Mrs. Mildred F. Durban

Share in the FSM
mission and ministry
through a tax-deductible
contribution.

Franciscan Sisters of Mary
Development Office
1100 Bellevue
St. Louis, MO 63117-1826

In memory of my hushand, John Feeney
Mrs. Mary Joy Feeney

In memory of Neil Gallagher, M.D.
Dr. A. U. Ahadi

Ms. Mary Ann Bockelman

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Butler

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Engler



Dr. and Mrs. Samuel W. Hardy

Internal Medicine Residency Program of
SSM St. Mary’s Health Care Center

Ms. Sharon M. Malone

Mrs. Carol Martin

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Schmidt

Ms. Jo Anne Shekleton

Dr. and Mrs. W. Bertram Smith

Ms. Elizabeth M. Stohr

Dr. and Mrs. Herman Taute

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wasser

Ms. Beverly M. Wurm

Ms. JoAnne H. Zacharewicz

In memory of Vera Gallio
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Parham, Jr.

In memory of Mary Maxelinda Heimericks, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Poetker

In memory of Mary Rosina Higgs, FSM,
My good friend and former boss

Mr. Kenneth L. Dowden

In memory of my aunt, Mary Rosina Higgs, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Fred McCubbin

In memory of Mary Rosina Higgs, FSM
Mrs. Mary Ann Appleby

Lt. Col. Dorothea A. Courts

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Driscoll

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith

Ms. Donna J. Swartzbaugh

In memory of Darlene Hill
Ms. Barbara Opperman

In honor of the memory of Maria Hinkebein, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hinkebein

In memory of Louise Hirner, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith

In memory of Mary Beata Hritz, FSM
Rev. Donald H. Salisbury, OP

In memory of my mother, Ethel M. Hurley,
Who never, ever forgot you.

Mrs. E. F. Schulenberg, Sr.
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In memory of Florence Mary Imhoff, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Baker

In memory of Mary Josepha Imhoff, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Baker

In memory of Margaret Mary Jarvis, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar P. Hampton, III

In memory of Mary Amanda Kaiser, FSM
Rev. Donald H. Salisbury, OP

Presence
Hospitality

Compassion

We’re the Franciscan Sisters of Mary,
Standing with those who need us most.

In memory of David Kalaf,
Brother of Mrs. Helen Jaegers

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Riley

In memory of Mary Madeleine Kimmet, FSM
Ms. Mary Ann Arquette

In memory of Mary Aquilina Koetting, FSM
Ms. Mary Rita Koetting
Ms. Theresa M. Koetting

In memory of Raymond Marie Kopmann, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. N. Gary Wages

In memory of Mary James Krieg, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Grellner

Ms. Marie Reinkemeyer

Rev. Donald H. Salisbury, OP

In memory of my husband, Isidor Kuchem
Mrs. Dolores Kuchem

In memory of my husband, Charles W. Kull, Jr.
Ms. Ernestine C. Kull

In memory of Geraldine Kulleck, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Waechter



In memory of Mrs. Kuper,
Mother of Mrs. Kathy (Kuper) Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Irv Bitterfield

In memory of Teresa B. (Semtner) Lezon
Ms. Mary Helen Perlman

In memory of Louis H. Manthey,
Brother of Robert Marie Manthey, FSM

Franciscan Sisters of Mary

In memory of Mary Louise Mayer, FSM
Mr. Kenneth L. Dowden

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith

Ms. Margaret L. Smith

In memory of Robert and Olympia McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Moultrie

In memory of my aunt, Janet Meyers, FSM
Mrs. Mary Joy Feeney

In memory of Mary Carmella Mossinghoff, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Murphy

In memory of Flora Lou Parham
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Parham, Jr.

In memory of Mary Paschalis Poetker, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Poetker

If you or someone you know
has a special need,
please let us know.

FSM Prayer Program

314-768-1748 (St. Louis area)

1-877-768-1299
(toll-free outside St. Louis)

www.fsmonline.org

In memory of Mary Severine Poetker, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Poetker

In memory of Mary Teresa Ann Poetker, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Poetker
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In memory of Constantia Schmitz, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schmitz

In memory of Kenneth Scholl
Mrs. JoAnn Scholl
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Scholl

In memory of Mary Elaine Schornak, FSM
Ms. Marilynn A. Barone

In memory of my dear sister, Mary Elaine Schornak,

FSM
Ms. Rita M. Szarama

In memory of Joseph Marie Schuermann, FSM
Ms. Marjorie Sneed

In memory of Mary Joanne Seiler, FSM
Rev. Donald H. Salisbury, OP

In memory of Mary Benigna Semtner, FSM
Ms. Mary Helen Perlman

In memory of the Sisters of St. Mary’s Hospital,
Kansas City, MO, from the 1950s and 1960s

Michele M. Donahue, SFO

In memory of the Sisters of St. Mary’s and
St. Joseph’s Orphanages
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer J. Silva

In memory of Mary Maxima Sommer, FSM
Rev. Donald H. Salisbury, OP

In memory of Arlene Speidel
Ms. Mary E. Burt

In memory of Mary Paulette Swoyer, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Ted L. Kelley

In memory of Clara Theissen, FSM
Mrs. Genevieve Davis

In memory of Lenora Mae Brookfield Wesley
Ms. Flora J. Herndon
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In honor of Mary Doris Ashcraft, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Kim D. Kannaday

In honor of Judith A. Bell, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. N. Gary Wages

In honor of Rita Clara Blau, FSM
Ms. Virginia Becker
Mrs. Mary C. Schmitt

In honor of Betty Brucker, FSM
Mr. Edward J. Barni

In honor of Rosanna Marie Carter, FSM,
On her Diamond Jubilee

Mr. Kenneth L. Dowden

In honor of Rosanna Marie Carter, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith

In honor of Mary Catherine Ann Dahmen, FSM
Mrs. Rita Endres
Mrs. Evelyn Schuetz

In honor of Mabeline Dalton, RP
Ms. Leah C. Hicks

In honor of Marilyn Jean Davis, FSM,
“On the occasion of the Rosen Bodywork Sessions”

Ms. Sally Wimberly

In honor of Mary Rosaleen Dorlac, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome P. Dorlac

Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Kromm

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Sweeney

In honor of Mary Elmendorf, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Kim D. Kannaday

In honor of the Franciscan Sisters of Mary
Thank you for your assistance concerning my
research project “German Hospitals in the USA
until WWT1”

Dr. Ulrike Winkler

In honor of Mary Damien Francois, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Czeschin

27

In honor of Gertrude F. Fruchtl, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Kuhlmann

In honor of Mary Eloise Haberstock, FSM
Ms. Patricia Murphy

In honor of Mary Rosina Higgs, FSM
Lt. Col. Dorothea A. Courts

In honor of Mary Cornelia Immegart, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Immegart

In honor of Mary Inez Kennedy, FSM,
On her Diamond Jubilee

Ms. Margaret Fischbach

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kesting
“A Christmas remembrance”

Mr. and Mrs. George Kesting

In honor of Eleanor Krieg, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Grellner
Ms. Marie Reinkemeyer



In honor of Cecilia Lackman, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Williamson

In honor of Mary Ellen Lewis, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Timm

In honor of Kathleen Mary Maloney, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Maloney

In honor of Marita Anne Marrah, FSM
Mrs. Sharon Voss

In honor of Thelma Marie Mitchell, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wilson

In honor of Robert Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Hoven

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. John O’Shaughnessy
“A Christmas remembrance”

Mr. and Mrs. George Kesting

In honor of Jane L. Rombach, FSM
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin H. Horst

In honor of Dorothy Rufkahr, FSM
Ms. Judy Ayers

In honor of Dorothy Rufkahr, FSM
“A Christmas remembrance”

Mr. and Mrs. George Kesting

In honor of the Schulte Family
Mr. Alfred Schulte

In honor of Mary Ellen Sloan, FSM
Ms. Elizabeth Chorney

In honor of Angie Speidel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Cleary

In honor of Agnes Stottmann, FSM
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Stottmann

In honor of Mary Unterreiner, FSM,
On her Diamond Jubilee

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Moriarty

In honor of Marie Weiss, FSM
Ms. Judy Ayers
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Mr. Domenic V. Antista

Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Barney

Ms. Ann Becker

Mrs. Kathleen S. Belding

Ms. Alice Benin

Ms. Marianne G. Bingham

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bischoff

Mrs. Nira W. Brady

Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Brandt

Ms. Donna Breunig

Ms. Marla M. Buechter

Ms. Josephine T. Cain

Ms. Maureen T. Cain

Ms. Rita Cain

Ms. Kathleen Carroll

Ms. Phyllis Clinton

Rev. Michael Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. David Dansart

Mr. Carl Debrecht

Ms. Aneta S. Dilks

Mrs. Sally Dreher

Ms. Suzy Farren

Mr. Edwin M. Finney

Ms. Margaret Fischbach

Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor

Ms. Jane M. Frank

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Frueh

Ms. Maureen W. Gray

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Guyol, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John Halverson

Mr. Edmund Heiman

Ms. Mary Catherine Heimburger

Ms. Mary Hick

Mrs. Mary E. Hoffmann

Mrs. Cheryl Jackson

Mr. Bob Jakubczak

Dr. and Mrs. William J. Keenan

Dr. and Mrs. Peter M. Kellen



Sr. Helen Kiefer, ASC

Dr. Andrew Kosseff

Mr. Mark Lampe

Mr. and Mrs. William Landwehr

Mr. and Mrs. Bua Van Le

Ms. Sarah E. Lehmen

Mrs. Myrtle Lehnertz

Mr. Joel T. Love

Mr. Thomas A. Luebbering

Rev. Robert J. Mahoney

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome V. Maloney

Mr. and Mrs. Fred McCubbin

Rev. Mr. William J. McKenna

Mr. and Mrs. Bill McLane

Mr. James T. McWilliams

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Noonan

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Hara

Ms. Barbara Opperman

Mr. and Mrs. William Peters

Ms. June Pickett

Ms. Janet Reed

Mrs. Louise Reed

Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Reilly

Mrs. Mary Ann Reinkemeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Ries

Ms. Mary Ripp

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ripp

Ms. E. Josephine Rodgers

Ms. Cynthia K. Rowland

Mrs. Violet M. Schaeper

Mr. and Mrs. William Scheibel

Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Schieber

Mr. and Mrs. William Schoenhard

Mrs. Norma J. Schraut

Mr. Alfred Schulte

Ms. Catherine A. Singer

Mr. Kenneth M. Skouby

Ms. Diane L. Struemph

St. Clare Hospital and Health Services
Baraboo, W1

St. Mary’s Health Center
Jefferson City, MO

St. Mary’s Hospital Medical Staff
Madison, WI

Mrs. Emma V. Taylor

Rev. Mr. Michael Vosler

Ms. Kathy A. Vitela

Ms. Marie A. Voves

Drs. David and Corinne Walentik

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Warren

Ms. Charlotte L. Weingartner

Ms. Christine M. West

Mrs. Mary Lee Woodhams

Mr. Robert W. Zak, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Zamboni

Ms. Janice F. Zimmerman

Plonne) Glving

The estate of Mrs. Lucille E. Bintz
The estate of Ms. Agnes Gahagan
The estate of Mr. Peter Dimo Gark
The estate of Rev. James J. Quinn

Banking on Faith

In 1877, Mother Mary Odilia Berger met with a
banker to seek $16,000 to buy the mansion on
Papin Street that would become St. Mary’s Infirmary.

Concerned, the banker said gently, “This is a large
sum of money to lend to sisters, Reverend Mother.
Because the bank would eventually like to be paid,
I have to ask: Is there someone who will help you
assume this responsibility?”

“Of course,” Mother Odilia said with a smile. “St.
Joseph will be our security. He has never let us
down.”

The banker, startled yet touched by her faith, paused
a moment, then answered, “With such good back-
ing for your financial stability, Reverend Mother, I
would be foolish to refuse you!”
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As Franciscan Sisters of Mary,
we live the Gospel as sister to all.
We give our life by being present, hospitable and
compassionate, choosing to stand with
our sisters and brothers
who are poor and on the margins of society.






